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Â Introductions & Project Team 

Â Brownfields 101 

Ç History/Brownfields Law 

Ç What is the Brownfields 
Funding/Grant money used for? 

Ç Brownfields Inventories 

Ç Other Grant Opportunities 

Ç Key Components of Successful & 
Sustainable Brownfields Programs 

Â Example Projects & Success Stories 

 

Presentation Overview  

http://www.maine.gov/dep/index.shtml


Local Stakeholders, 

General Public, 

Property Owners, 

Developers, & 

Community-Based 

Organizations 

 

Typical Brownfields Team  
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Brownfields 101  

http://www.maine.gov/dep/index.shtml


Â On January 11, 2002, the Small Business Liability Relief and 
Brownfields Revitalization Act (Public Law 107-118; H.R. 2869) 
was signed into law; which boosted funding for assessment and 
cleanup of Brownfield Sites, enhanced roles for State and Tribal 
response programs, and clarified environmental liability under 
the Superfund Law.  

Â The Brownfields Law provides federal funding and grants (to 
municipalities, tribes, state agencies, regional planning 
commissions, and nonprofit agencies etc.) for the assessment 
and cleanup of Brownfield Sites.    

 

History of The Brownfields Law  

http://www.maine.gov/dep/index.shtml


History of The Brownfields Law  

Â Unintended Consequences of Superfund Law 

Â Contaminated or òPotentiallyó Contaminated Sites were not 

Redeveloped 

Â Old Laws Unintentionally Encouraged Sprawl 

Â US EPAõs Brownfields Program provides the needed funds and 
tools to help communities reach four primary goals:   

Ç Protecting the Environment;  

Ç Strengthening the Marketplace (Real Estate & Business) 

Ç Sustainable Redevelopment & Reuse Initiatives.  

 

http://www.maine.gov/dep/index.shtml


What is a Brownfield?  
Â EPA defines a Brownfield property as a òreal property, 

the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may 
be complicated by the presence or potential presence 
of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.ó 

Â Brownfields sites may be impacted with hazardous 

substances, petroleum contamination, asbestos, lead paint, 

controlled substances, mine-scared lands, and other 

environmental contaminants.  

Â A Brownfield Site is NOT  listed on the National Priorities 

List (NPL); currently subject to administrative orders, court 

orders, etc. under CERCLA; or under the jurisdiction, 

custody or control of the U.S. Government.  

Â EPA estimates that there are more than 450,000 

Brownfield sites in the U.S. 
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Which of these is a Brownfields Site?  

http://www.maine.gov/dep/index.shtml


Who is eligible for Brownfields grants?   
Â General Purpose Units of Local Government (e.g., 

Municipalities, such as Rockland & Belfast) 

Â Land Clearance Authorities or Other              
Quasi-Government Agencies 

Â Government Entities Created by State Legislature 

Â Regional Councils or Groups of General Purpose 
Units of Local Governments (e.g., Regional 
Planning Commissions, such as MCRPC) 

Â Redevelopment Agencies Chartered or Sanctioned 
by State 

Â Indian Tribes 

Â Non-profit Organizations (Cleanup, Job Training, 
and TBA Grants Only) 

http://www.maine.gov/dep/index.shtml
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Types of USEPA - funded 
Brownfields Grants  

Â Assessment Grants 

Â Site-Specific Cleanup Grants 

Â Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund 
(RLF) Grants  

Â Job Training Grants 

Â State and Tribal Response Programs 

Â Targeted Brownfields Assessments 

Â Technical Assistance (e.g., NJIT) 

Â Hazardous Substance vs. Petroleum 

http://www.maine.gov/dep/index.shtml


Uses of Brownfields  
Assessment Funds  

Â Public Participation, Community 
Outreach/Education, & Developing 
Partnerships 

Â Site Inventories 

Â Phase I ESAs (Petroleum & 
Hazardous Substance) 

Â Phase II ESAs and Hazardous 
Material Inventories (asbestos, lead 
paint, etc.) 

Â Remedial Planning/Reuse Planning 
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Â Public Advisory Committee 

Meetings 

Â Public Notification and 

Involvement 

Â Community Outreach Forums 

Â Owner Education 

Outreach & Owner Education  

What happens 
if you find 

something?   

Who wants 

to do what 

with my 

property? 

Whatôs in 

it for me? 

How 
much will 

it cost?   

Is that site 

really a 

Brownfield?  
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Â Avoid environmental surprises 

Â Facilitate property transfer 

Â Make the property more marketable and 
potentially more valuable 

Â Reduce environmental risks and potential for 
offsite migration of contamination 

Â Create good will within the community 

Â Avoid passing environmental liability onto 
future site owners/occupants 

Owner/Developer Benefits  
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Â Remove real or perceived environmental 
concerns 

Â Promote smart growth 

Â Spur economic growth through job 
creation and increased tax base 

Â Improve the community and public pride 

Value of Program to the 
Community  

http://www.maine.gov/dep/index.shtml


Inventory and Site Selection  
Â Brownfields Inventory 

Ç Site Nomination 

Ç State Database Review 

Ç Windshield Survey 

Ç Interviews with Communities 

Ç Historic Map Review  

Ç Previously-Identified Sites 

 

Â Site Selection 

Ç Apply Threshold (Eligibility) 

Criteria  

Ç Apply Ranking Criteria  

Ç Prioritize/Select Sites 

Ç Solicit Owner Buy-In 

Ç Begin Assessments  
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