
Why are the tidelands 
important? 



The tidelands are a complex 
ecosystem, not just a “mudflat” 



Tideland Plants… 

Salicornia Europaea 
“Glasswort” 

Juncus gerardii 
“Black grass” 

Spartina patens 
“Salt Meadow Hay” 

Spartina alterniflora 
“Salt Marsh Grass” 

Zostera marina 
“Eelgrass” 



Tideland Birds… 

Clapper rail 

Snowy egret 

Piping plover 

Least tern 

Sharp tail 
sparrow 



Tideland seaweeds… 

Ulva lactuca 
“Sea lettuce” 

Gracilaria  

“Rockweed” 



Tideland fishes and crustaceans… 

Winter flounder 

Mummichog 

Atlantic silverside 

Juvenile lobster 

Rock crab 



Tideland benthic infauna… 

Oysters 

Soft-shell clams 

Quahogs 

Horseshoe crabs 

Sand worms 

Blood worms 

Periwinkles 



Tidelands provide 
critical functions 

and ecological services 



Critical functions of the tidelands… 

Nursery for many species 
of marine life 

“Rest-stop” for migrating 
birds 



Commercial marine 
harvest 

Tourism and recreation 

Critical functions of the tidelands… 



Nutrient filter 
Buffer to storm surge 

and sea level rise 

Critical functions of the tidelands… 



What might impact our 
tidelands in Maine? 



Too many nutrients… 



“Hardening” the shoreline… 



Invasive species… 



Intensive harvest activity… 


